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Introduction 

As I begin to embark on my professional career with archives, it is important to 

reflect on everything I have learned through the school of library and information 

science.  One of my very first memories in the program occurred in my Information and 

Society course, where I sat through a lecture on the future of libraries and archives and 

quickly realized librarianship might become an extinct profession.  I didn’t know it at the 

time, but I would spend the next two years in library school listening to similar 

conversations in hopes of justifying the existence of the information specialist.  Readings 

by authors, such as Richard Rubin (2004), would question, “Will there be librarians 

without libraries?  Will we be calling them something different, as some are being called 

today—‘information consultant,’ ‘information specialist,’ ‘information manager,’ or 

‘knowledge manager’?” (pp. 438).  Ultimately, no definitive answer was ever adopted 

and the question of whether or not libraries and archives will exist in the future continues 

to remain unresolved.  These theoretical doubts in the longevity of the library profession 

did not discourage me, however.  Over time, I simply developed my own personal 

justification for the existence of libraries and archives.  This justification would later be 

the foundation for my very own professional philosophy. 

Professional Philosophy Statement 

I believe that the goal of libraries and archives is to provide a gateway between 

the past and present in order to create opportunities for the social enlightenment of 

tomorrow.  The existence of libraries and archives is for the betterment of our 

communities, as people will learn and discover valuable information through the 

institution.  Likewise, librarians and archivists are immensely important as they are the 
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gatekeepers to this enlightenment and must go to great means in preserving and 

supplying access to all available information.  In a truly democratic society, every 

individual should have the right to freely access information for the betterment of his or 

her wellbeing.  Librarians and archivists must fight diligently for the freedom of 

information while, at the same time, respect the privacy of their patrons.  As they are 

public servants to the community, it is the duty and obligation of information specialists 

to assist the public and help guide them in their on-going quest for personal growth and 

understanding. 

My Education 

Many of my strongest learning experiences were taken from hands-on courses, 

where I participated in lab projects and in-class assignments.  Courses such as 

Information Organizations and Management helped prepare me for the ability to lead 

staff members and prepare for the unexpected in the library field.  Archival courses such 

as Preservation Management and Advanced Topics in Electronic Archives helped fuel my 

interest in archival studies and prepare me for unforeseen problems that will arise in the 

future of my professional career.  Perhaps my greatest learning experience, however, was 

with my practicum at the CSU Sacramento Archives.  There I learned to utilize the 

lessons I have been taught over the past two-and-a-half years and apply them to a real 

experience.  Here, I learned to process records, handle preservation issues, and develop 

finding aids.  Over time, the lessons I have learned from all of my classes will play out 

more significantly as I continue to help preserve and make available primary records for 

the benefit and appreciation of society. 
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My education in the library program has allowed me to focus on a professional 

track relating to archives.  Reflecting on my coursework and personal experiences, I now 

understand that it is my duty as an archivist to ensure that information remains free and 

available to all.  No individual should ever be neglected or deprived of information, 

despite their low-income status, race, sex, sexual orientation, culture, age, or personal 

handicap.  In today’s modern world, many barricades still exist which hinder individuals 

with special backgrounds from gaining appropriate access to information.  For instance, 

the digitization of materials and the increase in electronic tools has made it harder for 

older users to access information.  Also, the language and content of materials sometimes 

conflicts with different cultures in the community.  Even the increase in corporate 

controlled information on-line requires users to pay fees at times, which harms the 

interests of the poor and builds a greater barrier between low-income residents and the 

wealthy.   

My Professional Goals 

I believe the establishment of libraries and archives within our communities helps 

create an open research field for everyone.  To ensure everyone is properly 

accommodated I must contribute to various aspects of the community that will aid and 

encourage social betterment for every patron that enters the facility.  As an archivist, it is 

important I first understand the cultural background and history of the region where I 

work.  I must be familiar with the various languages, ethnicities, and cultural makeup of 

the region in order to fully understand my community’s needs.  My strength and ability to 

develop collections and policies around multiculturalism will benefit the community 

greatly.  I will develop a vision statement and collections policy for the archives that 
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accurately represents and showcases the community’s various cultural identities.  At the 

same time, I must go to great lengths to ensure that people with disabilities (i.e. visually 

impaired, deaf) are properly accommodated and represented. 

The economic wellbeing of the community will be another important focus for me 

as an archivist.  Both libraries and archives provide information that may financially 

benefit the community, as their collections help educate and inform the public towards 

bettering themselves.  By providing free access to information, the community will 

benefit greatly because patrons will not be forced to pay usage fees.  As an archivist, I 

will take great steps in advocating free use for the public and provide appropriate tools 

and training for those who are less fortunate and poor.  Also, the training of staff 

members will be a goal of mine.  Author George Eberhart (2000), adds that institutions, 

such as the American Library Association, firmly believe that “wide concrete programs 

of training and development are needed to sensitize and prepare library staff to identify 

poor people’s needs and deliver relevant services” (pp. 379).  Ultimately, free access and 

training programs will help benefit the entire community, as they are methods for 

influencing future economic growth.   

As an archivist, I will strive to contribute to the education of the community by 

assisting everyone and providing them with the proper information needed to research.  

The collections and materials contained within the facility will help teach the public 

about past events and inspire change and growth for the future.  I will strive to make 

courses and workshops available for individuals who seek further instruction, or are 

naturally curious, about archives.  The research tools, cataloging, and finding aids I create 

will better assist the community in allowing them to find what they are looking for.  
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Eventually, this education will lead to a better social awareness and allow the community 

to prosper and grow.  Archives will play an important part in the social future of the 

community, as they will be a link to past historical and cultural events.  Researchers, 

students, and other individuals from the public will continue to visit and learn from the 

archives, as it is a facility that encourages education and social awareness.   

Conclusion 

Ultimately, I believe that the community will benefit from my professional 

philosophy and goals because I have the ability to attribute the core values and 

competencies of the library and archive profession.  These values include understanding 

the social, cultural and economic needs of the region.  My education in the library 

program has determined that I am capable of managing and marketing an archives 

institution, as I am able to fully develop management plans and surveys.  My ability to 

create databases and web sites will benefit the archival facility as well, because these are 

tools needed to help locate, research, and display valuable information.  I am also capable 

of creating and evaluating finding aids to help guide patrons in the search for source 

materials.  Also, my ability to design training programs helps educate and inform users 

throughout the community.  With these competencies and skills as an archivist, I will be 

able to help build a better environment for the community.  Ultimately, I believe the 

existence for libraries and archives is justified so long as patrons benefit from the 

information that resides in them.  As a professional in archives, my skills and training 

help highlight the benefits of the archival facility and records stored within them.  In the 

end, this validates the existence for me as a professional (and the archival institution 

where I work) for years to come. 
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